Clinical examination in paediatrics at final MBBS: views of children and their parents.
The final examination in paediatrics for medical undergraduates in Sri Lanka consists of a written and a clinical component. Each candidate at the clinical component sees one long case and two short cases. To assess the views of the bystanders regarding their sick children participating at a clinical examination, and to evaluate the children's perceptions of the clinical component. An interviewer-administered questionnaire was discussed separately with the participating children and their bystanders at the final year examination in paediatrics of the Faculty of Medicine, Colombo, in 1999. 116 patients participated at the clinical examination in paediatrics. 107 (92%) of the bystanders were the children's mothers. Informed consent had not been obtained for use in the examination from 59 (51%) of the children's mothers. Seven (6%) were not satisfied with the way their children were handled by the candidates, and 25 (21.5%) showed concern about the number of candidates examining their child. Bystanders who participated at the long cases were inconvenience more than those in the short cases. 34 children above the age of 5 years were also interviewed. An explanation regarding the examination had not been given to 31 (92%) of them. Six children (17%) said they were examined for too long. A majority of the bystanders welcomed the payments received and all of them were satisfied with the medical students' conduct and politeness. All of them agreed that this form of clinical examination was a good method of evaluating a student's professional competence. Several aspects of the clinical component of the final examination in paediatrics for medical undergraduates need to be improved to minimise the inconvenience experienced by the children and their parents.